335.   CAN UNTOUCHABILITY BE DEFENDED.*

[December 5, 1924?

In my opinion Mr. Andrews is over-considerate to Babu
Kalishankar Chakravarti. Whilst the condition of untouchables
in the South is no doubt much worse than that of the untouchables
in Bengal, it is bad enough in Bengal and admits of no defence,
Namasudras can better speak of the effect of untouchability than
its defenders. Let us learn from the English rulers the simple fact
that the oppressors are blind to the enormity of their own misdeeds.
The untouchability of Hinduism is probably worse than that of the
modern imperialists. We have made it hereditary with a rigidity
not yet observable about its imperial edition. Will Babu Kali-
shankar please remember that the English imperialists offer for
their untouchability the same defence that he does for the Hindu
untouchability? The safer course therefore is not to find out
which is worse but to recognize the evil of our own system and
endeavour to root it out.

Young India, IM2-I924

336.   HARRT THUKU OF KENTA*
[December 5, 1924]4
Tyranny is the same all over the world. The essence of tyranny lies
in the repression of the individual without any trial by his fellow-men and
without any evidence being given in public against him. . . .
1 This article by C. F. Andrews on which Gandhiji has commented, is
not reproduced here.   In it Andrews had replied to Babu Kalishankar Gfaakra-
varti's letter from Bengal   defending  untouchab3ity.    His  defence   read:
"... The other day Mahatmaji has said that violent non-co-operation is
vicious, but non-violent non-co-operation is good. Exactly the same is the case
with untouchability*   Vicious it is certainly wbea attended with hatred and
oppression, but without them very gooi   It was designed to keep the people
separate whose character, habit and intellect are not similar, and this kept the
society in peace and contenteent for thoesartds of years, and saved it from
corruption and destruction. *. .**
2 & 4 Vide "Letter to a F- Aa&ews", 5-12-1924.
3 From this article by C. F. Andrews on which Gandhiji has commented,
only extracts are reproduced here,